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ECTRI, the European Conference of Transport Research Institutes, welcomes the European
Commission’s invitation to provide feedback on the draft Implementing Regulation laying down
rules for the application of Regulation (EU) 2024/1679 of the European Parliament and of the
Council as regards the collection and submission to the Commission of urban mobility data per
urban node in the fields of sustainability, safety and accessibility.

The European Commission’s proposal for data collection per urban node (under Regulation (EU)
2024/1679) responds to a specific need for gathering mobility data in the fields of sustainability,
safety, and accessibility every four years in order to map and monitor the progress of sustainable
urban mobility from the beginning of 2027. This process aligns with the new generation of
Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans (SUMPs) and the objectives of the Common European Mobility
Data Space.

The proposed procedure is strategically important as it reinforces the role of urban nodes as key
components of the TEN-T network, and ensures that mobility planning is grounded in
comparable, evidence-based data. The collection of harmonised data in all the targeted areas
will facilitate benchmarking among cities and provide the opportunity to prioritise investments
in sustainable, safe, and accessible transport.

The four-year reporting cycle for the specific data may seem feasible due to the limited number
of Key Performance Indicators (KPIs). However, for some indicators (such as annual CO,
emissions from transport), disaggregated yearly values are required for each urban node.
Depending on the complexity of the data-provision process, it may therefore be more
appropriate to request annual submissions, which would also better align with Eurostat’s
statistical cycles.

On the other hand, the absence of indicators related to equity and affordability, as well as freight
and logistics impacts, may limit the scope of evaluation and monitoring. Although the current
availability of such indicators may be limited, there is a strong need to set reasonable targets
within the Regulation to address this gap (e.g., starting with simple indicators such as the number
of local jobs in public transport and logistics, disaggregated by sex).

A further refinement of the safety-related data collection framework is necessary to ensure that
the monitoring system captures the full diversity of road-user behaviours and risks. Road-user
categories remain overly generic, and particular emphasis should be placed on the different
types of Vulnerable Road Users (VRUs) — especially pedestrians, who form the largest group and
present substantial variability in their characteristics and exposure. More nuanced pedestrian
categories, such as school children, elderly persons, mobility- or visually -impaired pedestrians,
pedestrians accompanied by animals, and laden pedestrians (e.g. carrying suitcases, bags, or
work equipment), would allow for more accurate safety assessments. Additionally, while the
need to define methodologies that are realistically achievable across all Member States is
recognised, it is important to progressively transition toward a more holistic, linked European
road-safety monitoring system. This should include, at minimum, the ten core KPIs developed
under the Trendline project and be complemented by harmonised exposure indicators per
transport mode, road-user type, and road category. Such standardisation would enable more
reliable cross-country comparisons and support evidence-based safety planning. Finally,
although the current data-collection intervals are expected to remain stable in the short term, a
move toward a two-year reporting frequency should be considered, as the present four-year
cycle is too infrequent to adequately track trends and policy impacts.
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Regarding the territorial granularity of the data, the current recommendations exhibit significant
heterogeneity. For example, accessibility data related to stations are station-specific and require
infrastructure owners to provide the information, while other datasets fall under the
responsibility of the city. This creates an uneven workload for urban authorities.

The capacity of urban nodes (cities, metropolitan regions, etc.) to collect and process these
datasets also varies significantly. Many smaller or mid-sized urban nodes lack the necessary
digital sensors, systems, and financial resources to obtain relevant data, and they often cannot
afford extensive origin—destination or traffic surveys. While reliance on Eurostat and TENtec for
extraction and submission helps reduce duplication, strong coordination at national level
remains essential. To enhance implementation efficiency and equity across Member States, the
European Commission should:

e Provide technical and financial support for data infrastructure development and/or for
developing synergies with targeted companies or institutions that can provide specific
data, especially for local authorities with limited relevant capacity.

e Standardise tools and training for compatible data collection and mobility DCAT-AP
metadata integration.

e Support research projects and pilot actions through the next framework programme on
(1) the development of common indicators and methodologies on the still
underdeveloped dimensions of equity and affordability; and (2) the development of
more cost-efficient data collection methods on urban mobility, so that it becomes more
affordable for medium-sized cities and allows for more frequent collection.

Overall, this new EU framework is a necessary and forward-looking step toward harmonised
urban mobility monitoring. However, to ensure that it truly meets this need and efficiently
monitors the progress of the urban nodes toward sustainable mobility enhancement, the EU
must accompany the data collection process defining a methodological approach supporting
Member States in:

e Defining the timeline of data collection (e.g., the space and time aggregation: daily,
monthly, etc., to avoid just one data for an entire year) because this will support in device
selection and operation;

e How to use these data in the transport plan (as now several SUMPs do not necessarily
imply data collection but use some historical data, etc).



