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The European Conference of Transport Research Institutes (ECTRI) welcomes the opportunity to 

contribute to the review of the emission standards for cars and vans. This piece of legislation is a 

cornerstone for decarbonising road transport in line with the Green Deal and the Sustainable and 

Smart Mobility Strategy. 

 

ECTRI considers that the potential of the Regulation has been weakened until now by the loopholes 

it offers to manufacturers (e.g., use of eco-innovation savings) and the fact that the reductions 

achieved in average emissions of new cars are due primarily to the increase in PHEVs. However, 

several studies show that the CO2 reduction contribution of PHEV is overestimated compared to 

real road driving behaviour, which offsets the scan progress achieved in the emissions of ICE 

vehicles. Moreover, many manufacturers' marketing strategies keep focusing on high-emitting 

SUVs and cross-over vehicles. There is a need to closer align the Regulation with other pieces of 

legislation, like the Emission Commitments Directives, the Clean Vehicles Directive and the EU 

objectives regarding GHG emissions from road transport and the expansion of full-electric vehicles 

(e.g. Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy, COM(2020)789). Most European manufacturers are 

still lagging in the transition to electric mobility. Stronger social, political and regulatory pressure 

on them is needed to embrace quicker, disruptive change. 

 

Credits on eco-innovations, rather than sales on low-emission or zero-emission vehicles, explain 

most of the last years progress towards the CO2 emission targets. The actual merits of such 

innovations and their delivery in the real-world remains uncertain, at best. As Europe moves to a 

zero target for new cars and vans, such creative accounting should be eliminated. Existing 

flexibilities to meet the 2030 and 2035 targets should be revised, as the current ones are already 

weakening the prospects to reach the de-carbonisation results expected by the Regulation and by 

the overarching EU Climate Law. For example, Article 11 (eco-innovations) should be revised or 

even cancelled after 2030, since the EU target is a quick transition to zero-emission vehicles, which 

are already available; similarly, flexibilities regarding "low-emission vehicles" should be reduced if 

not cancelled. In the past, there has been a lack of interest from decision makers and the industry 

in conducting ex-ante and ex-post sound and structured evaluation of such flexibilities, based on 

science and knowledge; the research community is ready to engage into this in the future. 

So-called sustainable renewable fuels should be addressed independently; otherwise, this will open 

an additional loophole to water down the CO2 emission targets, slowing down the transition to a 

full-electric car and van fleets.  

 

To make the transition to climate-neutrality happen, it is also necessary to strengthen the demand 

for zero-emission technologies. This can be made through adequate support in the regulatory 

framework to the development and deployment of attractive, affordable, and widely available zero-

emission options. As the market is likely to respond to such regulatory pressure in multiple ways, it 

is necessary to set in place soundly structured follow-up (monitoring) systems, for which the 

research community will be willing to contribute their experience and knowledge not only through 

research projects within the framework programme, but also through enhanced and well balanced 

partnerships with the industry and the European, national, regional and local decision-makers. 

 


