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ECTRI, the European Conference of Transport Research Institutes, welcomes the
European Commission (EC)’s call for evidence to provide feedback to shape the future
EU Agenda for Cities.

As an association bringing together transport research institutes and universities, ECTRI
and its Members are and have been deeply involved in R&I in urban mobility (UM) and
in partnering with cities in innovative projects and scaling up activities. Based on such
experience, we suggest that the EC in the future EU Agenda for Cities addresses the 4
issues below to foster a sufficient level of innovation in mobility and accelerate the
transition towards sustainability.

1. The resources available for cities (as a share of total tax revenue) are quite different
from one Member State to another and also for cities within the same MS. It is widely
recognised that such resources are insufficient to properly address the growing
challenges cities face (social disparities, environment, migration, mobility), especially for
smaller and medium size cities. To cope with these challenges, many cities have
insufficient technical and management capacities to accessing and implementing
innovation and even to benefit from funding and support opportunities, from national,
European and international sources. The future EU Agenda for Cities should address this,
by recommending minimum and fairer criteria for local funding across the EU (consistent
with subsidiarity) as well as by encouraging MS to set up or strengthen technical services
supporting cities in the implementation of innovation and in their pursuit to achieve
sustainability, when they cannot afford to obtain such technical specialisation with their
own means.

2. Urban mobility is a key contributor to cities’ sustainability and prosperity. But it is just
a tool which cannot compensate in its own the social and economic unbalances of urban
systems. Implementation of UM innovations is unlikely to deliver sound results unless
accompanied by conscious and well-informed governance and a reasonable framework
of policies aiming at accelerating the sustainability transition, including dimensions such
as social cohesion, fair working conditions, liveability, resilience or reduction of the
environmental footprint.

3. The development and implementation of innovation in UM should address the whole
chain, from analysis of root causes of unsustainable mobility patterns to implementation
of policies, and the deployment of services and technological products. E.g. at the
analysis level, there is a significant gap in understanding the options for behavioural
change towards healthier, safer and more sustainable mobility lifestyles. At the
methodological level, the potential of digitalisation to better understand UM systems
remains underused, and cities are not making use of the potential of the digital
transformation (including Al) to engage citizens in mobility policy deliberations and
decision making. At the implementation level, gaps between ambitious visions pictured
in many areas (urban logistics, electrification, multimodal integration, autonomous
vehicles...) and the daily reality experienced in most cities seem to be widening.
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4. EU and national funding programmes that directly or indirectly address R&I for UM
are essential to accelerate the urban sustainability transition. To leverage most
effectively the funds that are available, those programmes need to consolidate in order
to avoid the current duplications and to simplify the life of applying cities. To ensure
results that are useful and implementable by cities, these programmes should build
upon the most consolidated and long-lived initiatives (like CIVITAS) and learn from
initiatives that have failed in delivering tangible results. The EU Agenda for Cities should
advocate for simplification, transparency and accountability. Rather than large funding
programmes trying to cover the full complexity of urban systems, what is needed is to
properly coordinate the consolidated well-focused programmes (in urban mobility as in
other areas) so that, together, they push a growing number of cities in their transition to
sustainability.



