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Sandra Vieira, Ph.D. 
YRS 2023 Steering Committee Chair 
LNEC – National Laboratory for Civil Engineering (Laboratório Nacional de Engenharia Civil), 
Lisbon, Portugal 
 

Sandra Vieira Gomes has a Master‘s degree in Transports from the Technical University of Lisbon 

and a PhD in Civil Engineering from University of Coimbra, Portugal. She is presently an Assistant 

Researcher at the Planning, Traffic and Safety Division of the Department of Transportation, in 

LNEC - National Laboratory for Civil Engineering.  

Her area of expertise and focus is on road safety, namely on road infrastructure corrective 
measures, geographical information systems and accident prediction models, and has 
participated in several research projects and proposals in these areas.  

Sandra is LNEC‘s representative at ECTRI (European Conference of Transport Research 
Institutes) WG Security and Risk Management, WG Safety, and WG Education, Training and 
Mobility.  

Sandra is also a professor, activity which she has been preforming since 2001. Se is currently a 
university professor of Urban Planning and Project Management, but has also taught Road Design 
and Construction, Applied Mechanics, Materials’ Resistance and Structures. Under teaching 
activities mention is also made to several thematic courses in her scope of expertise, both 
national and international. She has been member of several academic juries (MSc) and has 
supervised over 10 Master graduates and internships. Scientific articles peer review has also 
been part of Sandra’s activities in more than 25 journals and conferences. 

Sandra is author and co-author of over 40 journal and conference papers on her scope of 
expertise, and has actively participated in several international projects like: SAFERAFRICA - 

https://sites.google.com/view/yrs2023/invited-speakers#h.bnfksub5pca9
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Innovating dialogue and problems appraisal for a safer Africa (EU); Benchmarking Road Safety in 
Latin America (ITF/OECD/FIA); USE-IT - Users, safety, security and energy in transport 
infrastructure (EU); RISMET - Road Infrastructure Safety Management Evaluation Tools (EU); 
SAFETY-NET - The New European Road Safety Observatory (EU); SUNFLOWER+6 - Comparative 
Study of the Development of Road Safety in Nine European Countries (EU). 

 
Jindřich Frič, Ph.D. 
ECTRI Representative 
Director of Transport Research Centre, CDV - Transport Research Centre (Centrum Dopravního 
Výzkumu), Brno, Czechia 
 

He got his Ph.D. in Traffic vehicles and technology from the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering 

VSB - TU Ostrava and completed an internship at Jyväskylä Polytechnic Finland – The Faculty of 

Transport and Logistics in the frame of Socrates Erasmus program (2003).  

Starting from 2004 he worked at Czech Ministry of Transport (Transport Safety Department) as 
a chief/ministerial counsel, apposing worker for Research projects, a member of body of editors, 
commissioner for road safety auditor, an expert of working group EK for preparation of the 
directive “Infrastructure“ 96/2008. From 2009 to 2019 he was expert advisor for EU parliament 
member in the field of Road safety. 

Since 2008 he was a director of Safety Division and Transport Engineering of the Transport 
Research Centre. Represent CDV in both national and international organizations and 
associations as FERSI, ECTRI, PIARC, ETSC, HUMANIST and CSSP. From 2016 he has been 
working as a director at the Transport Research Centre.  

The key solved projects include the National Traffic Census in 2010, the research project In-Depth 
Analysis of Traffic Accidents, the foreign project SATRE 4, DRUID and others. In recent years he 
has been member of the preparatory committee of the international conference YRS 2019 and 
2021, chairman of the CSS safety section. 

He is member of the Scientific Council of the Minister of Transport and a member of the BESIP 
Government Council. 

Dr. Fric is representing ECTRI in the YRS 2023 Steering Committee. 

 
Fabienne Anfosso Lédée, Ph.D., HDR 
FEHRL Representative 
Senior Researcher, Université Gustave Eiffel, Marne-la-Vallée, Paris, France 
 

Dr Fabienne Anfosso Lédée is a senior researcher at Université Gustave Eiffel (France). For more 
than 20 years, she developed numerical and experimental tools for the study and the assessment 
of road transport noise mitigation measures, tyre-road noise emission and low-noise road 
surfaces, noise propagation and noise barriers. She contributed to many national and EU projects 
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(SILVIA, ADRIENNE, TYROSAFE, ROSANNE, MIRIAM,…). In 2009-2010, she worked as a Seconded 
National Expert at DG JRC where she actively contributed to establish the harmonized noise 
prediction method CNOSSOS-EU that is now part of the Environmental Noise Directive 
(2002/49/EC). She (co) authored 20 scientific papers, 18 technical papers and 84 papers in 
international conferences. She supervised 4 PhDs and 9 Masters, and regularly takes part in 
several national and international scientific evaluation committees (for the evaluation of 
researchers or of projects). She is active in several ISO (TC43/SC1 WG33 and 39) and CEN 
(TC227/WG5) standardization groups. Since 2013, she is also scientific coordinator on the 
strategic topic « environment and natural hazard » within the Research Vice-Presidency of the 
Université. In 2019, she was appointed Research Coordinator at FEHRL. 

 
Evangelia (Lila) Gaitanidou 
FERSI Representative 
Head of Road Safety & Security Lab, Hellenic Institute of Transport (CERTH-HIT), Thessaloniki, 
Grece  
 
Evangelia (Lila) Gaitanidou has a Diploma in Civil Engineering and MSc on “Planning, Organization 
and Management of Transportation Systems” and is a PhD Candidate. She works in the Hellenic 
Institute of Transport (HIT) of the Centre for Research and Technology Hellas (CERTH) as Head 
of Road Safety and Security laboratory. She has participated in over 30 EU funded projects in FP6, 
FP7 and in Horizon 2020 in most of which holding a significant role, as well as several National 
projects. She was the Coordinator of Drive2theFuture project (H2020-815001). She has 55 
publications in National and International peer reviewed Conferences, Journals and books. She 
is FERSI Executive Board member, Lead of ECTRI Thematic Group Safety and member of the 
ETSC Infrastructure Working Group. She was Vice-President of the Hellenic Institute of 
Transportation Engineers, for the period 2018-2020. She has acted as Assistant Editor in the 
European Transport Research Review (ETRR) Journal (2009 – 2013) in which she still acts as a 
reviewer. She acts as evaluator for the European Commission in MSCA proposals, while she has 
participated in the Organisation, Scientific and/or Programme Committees and as a reviewer in 
several conferences, also as tutor in Young Researchers Seminars (2019 and 2021). Her main 
fields of research lie in the areas of: Road Safety, Automated Vehicles, Resilience, Clean Vehicles, 
Sustainable Transport, ITS, Transportation of Ε&amp;D, Mobility for All. 
 

 
Evangelos (Angelos) Bekiaris, Ph.D. 
EURNEX Representative 
Director of the Hellenic Institute of Transport (HIT) of the Centre of Research and Technology 
Hellas (CERTH), Thessaloniki, Grece 
 

Dr. E. Bekiaris, PhD on Mechanical Engineering NTUA, has been elected as Researcher of the 
Hellenic Institute of Transport (HIT) of the Centre for Research and Technology Hellas (CERTH) 
in 2001; and elected as ΗΙΤ Director General as of 2016 and CERTH Vice-President as of 
2021.  Since 1992 he has participated in 105 research projects, in 42 of which at the role of 
Coordinator.  

https://sites.google.com/view/yrs2023/committees/steering-committee#h.di198o2b1ji5
https://sites.google.com/view/yrs2023/committees/steering-committee#h.di198o2b1ji5
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He is member of the National Council for Research and Innovation (N.C.R.I.) since 2019, National 
representative of Greece in the European Partnership of Connected, Cooperative & Automated 
Mobility (CCAM) since 2021, National Representative in the European Commission Climate 
Neutral and Smart Cities Mission Board of Horizon Europe (HE) since 2020 and the National 
representative of Greece in the H2020 Transport Committee since 2014. He is also the President 
of the Hellenic Institute of Electric Vehicles (HELIEV) and the European Transport Research 
Alliance (ETRA) since 2021 and the President of the European Conference of Transport Research 
Institutes (ECTRI) and the European Rail Research Network of Excellence (EURNEX) since 2019. 
In the past he’s also been the President of the European Associations FERSI (on Road Safety) and 
HUMANIST (on Human Factors in Transport).  

Dr. Bekiaris is representing EURNEX in the YRS 2023 Steering Committee 

 

Sonja Forward, Ph.D. 
HUMANIST Representative 
Research Leader, VTI - Swedish National Road and Transport Research Institute, Linköping, 
Sweden 
 
Dr Sonja Forward is a psychologist and a research leader at VTI. Since 1992 Sonja Forward has 
been employed as a transport psychologist focusing on traffic safety and sustainable transport. 
The research covers many areas but mainly psychological factors predicting behaviour and how 
unwanted behaviour can be changed, using education or campaigns. The methods used are both 
quantitative and qualitative. She has been in charge of numerous projects both nationally and 
internationally. She has produced written materials, presented numerous papers at different 
conferences, mostly as an invited speaker, and acts as a referee to five different international 
journals on a regular basis. She has also been involved in organizing conferences and 
participating in various scientific committees. 

Dr. Sonja Forward is representing Humanist in the YRS 2023 Steering Committee 

 

Marina Zanne, Ph.D. 
YRS2021 Chair 
Assistant Professor, University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Maritime Studies and Transport (UL-FPP), 
Portorož, Slovenia 
 
Marina Zanne is an Assistant Professor at the University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Maritime Studies 
and Transport. She is the head of the Chair for Economics and Management in transport. 

Marina has mixed education background; she has graduated in applicable mathematics (BEng) 
and in transport technology (BSc, MSc). She defended her Ph.D. thesis on transport policy and 
sustainable land transport at the Faculty of Economics (University of Ljubljana) in October 2013.  
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Her fields of interest are transport economics, in particular maritime and port economics, and 
transport policy. She has proven her research skills as a research team member for several 
European and national projects. 

Marina Zanne has was the chair of the previous YRS edition held in Slovenia, in September 2021. 

 
Carlos Roque, Ph.D. 
YRS 2023 Co-chair 
Researcher, LNEC – National Laboratory for Civil Engineering (Laboratório Nacional de 
Engenharia Civil), Lisbon, Portugal 
 
Carlos Roque is an Assistant Researcher at the National Laboratory for Civil Engineering (LNEC). 
He holds an M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees in Transportation Systems from Instituto Superior Técnico. 
His research interests are in applying machine learning, statistical and econometric methods to 
highway safety, traffic engineering, and transportation economics. 

He has participated in several R&D and consultancy projects, developing an extensive set of road 
safety models, including crash prediction models, crash severity models (discrete outcome and 
ordered probability models), hazard-based duration models, and topic models. He was involved 
in developing a decision support tool for cost-effective roadside safety interventions and 
infrastructure, and in defining operating system requirements for automatic bus guidance on a 
dedicated mountainous route. 

Carlos is also an Assistant Professor of Civil Engineering at the Lusófona University. Since 2018, 
he has been an invited lecturer in the course Transport Demand Modeling at the Doctoral Program 
in Transport Systems, offered jointly by IST, the faculty of Engineering of Porto University and the 
faculty of Science and Technology of Coimbra University, and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in Cambridge-Boston-USA. He has been a member of academic juries (MSc), co-
supervising one Ph.D. student, and co-supervised one Master's graduate. 

Carlos has collaborated in several short courses related to road safety. He participated in the 
organization of scientific events, including the general coordination of the "2018 European 
Workshop" of the AFB20 (2) International Research Activities Subcommittee of the 
Transportation Research Board, that brought together at LNEC more than 100 participants from 
industry, certifying bodies, consultants, academia, and road authorities from around the globe. 
He was also chair or co-chair of sessions in five other international and national conferences. 
Carlos is a member of the Transportation Research Board Roadside Safety Committee (AKD20) 
– International Activities Subcommittee AKD20(2). 

Carlos has already reviewed more than 110 papers in 17 journals. In 2017 and 2018, he was on 
Publons’ list of the Top reviewers in Social Sciences, recognized as the top 1% of reviewers in this 
field who performed the most verified pre-publication peer reviews.  

His work has been published in various scientific journals and conferences, and he is the author 
or co-author of more than 50 journal and conference papers, posters, and book chapters. 
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André Paixão, Ph.D. 
YRS 2023 Co-chair 
Researcher, LNEC – National Laboratory for Civil Engineering (Laboratório Nacional de 
Engenharia Civil), Lisbon, Portugal 
 
André Paixão is an Assistant Researcher at the Transportation Department of the National 
Laboratory for Civil Engineering and collaborates as a Researcher at the R&D Unit CONSTRUCT 
from University of Porto, Faculty of Engineering (FEUP). He holds a PhD in Civil Engineering by 
FEUP (2014) on the structural behaviour of railway track transition zones and previously he 
concluded his degree in Civil Engineering by University of Lisbon, Instituto Superior Técnico (IST) 
(2006). His specialisation and R&D activities have focused mostly on transport infrastructures, 
particularly on the structural behaviour of railway track systems.  

He has collaborated in short courses related to structural analysis and asset management of 
railway tracks and participated in the organization of scientific events, including Co-Chair of the 
1st International Meeting of the Young Transportation Geotechnics Engineers, in Guimarães, 
Portugal, in 2016.  

He has been member for academic juries (PhD and MSc), is co-supervising 1 PhD student and 
has co-supervised over 10 Master graduates. André has been acknowledged for his role as peer 
reviewer for scientific journals, including recognition by Publons as top reviewer for University of 
Porto in 2017. Currently he is member of the Editorial Board of Elsevier’s journal “Transportation 
Geotechnics”, Guest Editor of the Special Issue "Reliable and Resilient Infrastructures for 
Sustainable Transport Systems" of "Sustainability” journal and Deputy Coordinator of the WG1 of 
the Portuguese Committee of Transportation Geotechnics.  

He has participated in several R&D and consultancy projects, has published over 100 technical 
and scientific documents, including 20+ journal articles and 40+ conference papers. 

 


