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Sandra Vieira Gomes has a Master‘s degree in Transports from the Technical University of Lisbon 

and a PhD in Civil Engineering from University of Coimbra, Portugal. She is presently an Assistant 

Researcher at the Planning, Traffic and Safety Division of the Department of Transportation, in 

LNEC - National Laboratory for Civil Engineering.  

Her area of expertise and focus is on road safety, namely on road infrastructure corrective 
measures, geographical information systems and accident prediction models, and has 
participated in several research projects and proposals in these areas.  

Sandra is LNEC‘s representative at ECTRI (European Conference of Transport Research 
Institutes) WG Security and Risk Management, WG Safety, and WG Education, Training and 
Mobility.  

Sandra is also a professor, activity which she has been preforming since 2001. Se is currently a 
university professor of Urban Planning and Project Management, but has also taught Road Design 
and Construction, Applied Mechanics, Materials’ Resistance and Structures. Under teaching 
activities mention is also made to several thematic courses in her scope of expertise, both 
national and international. She has been member of several academic juries (MSc) and has 
supervised over 10 Master graduates and internships. Scientific articles peer review has also 
been part of Sandra’s activities in more than 25 journals and conferences. 

Sandra is author and co-author of over 40 journal and conference papers on her scope of 
expertise, and has actively participated in several international projects like: SAFERAFRICA - 
Innovating dialogue and problems appraisal for a safer Africa (EU); Benchmarking Road Safety in 
Latin America (ITF/OECD/FIA); USE-IT - Users, safety, security and energy in transport 
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infrastructure (EU); RISMET - Road Infrastructure Safety Management Evaluation Tools (EU); 
SAFETY-NET - The New European Road Safety Observatory (EU); SUNFLOWER+6 - Comparative 
Study of the Development of Road Safety in Nine European Countries (EU). 

 
Carlos Roque, Ph.D. 
YRS 2023 Co-chair 
Researcher, LNEC – National Laboratory for Civil Engineering (Laboratório Nacional de 
Engenharia Civil), Lisbon, Portugal 
 
Carlos Roque is an Assistant Researcher at the National Laboratory for Civil Engineering (LNEC). 
He holds an M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees in Transportation Systems from Instituto Superior Técnico. 
His research interests are in applying machine learning, statistical and econometric methods to 
highway safety, traffic engineering, and transportation economics. 

He has participated in several R&D and consultancy projects, developing an extensive set of road 
safety models, including crash prediction models, crash severity models (discrete outcome and 
ordered probability models), hazard-based duration models, and topic models. He was involved 
in developing a decision support tool for cost-effective roadside safety interventions and 
infrastructure, and in defining operating system requirements for automatic bus guidance on a 
dedicated mountainous route. 

Carlos is also an Assistant Professor of Civil Engineering at the Lusófona University. Since 2018, 
he has been an invited lecturer in the course Transport Demand Modeling at the Doctoral Program 
in Transport Systems, offered jointly by IST, the faculty of Engineering of Porto University and the 
faculty of Science and Technology of Coimbra University, and the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology in Cambridge-Boston-USA. He has been a member of academic juries (MSc), co-
supervising one Ph.D. student, and co-supervised one Master's graduate. 

Carlos has collaborated in several short courses related to road safety. He participated in the 
organization of scientific events, including the general coordination of the "2018 European 
Workshop" of the AFB20 (2) International Research Activities Subcommittee of the 
Transportation Research Board, that brought together at LNEC more than 100 participants from 
industry, certifying bodies, consultants, academia, and road authorities from around the globe. 
He was also chair or co-chair of sessions in five other international and national conferences. 
Carlos is a member of the Transportation Research Board Roadside Safety Committee (AKD20) 
– International Activities Subcommittee AKD20(2). 

Carlos has already reviewed more than 110 papers in 17 journals. In 2017 and 2018, he was on 
Publons’ list of the Top reviewers in Social Sciences, recognized as the top 1% of reviewers in this 
field who performed the most verified pre-publication peer reviews.  

His work has been published in various scientific journals and conferences, and he is the author 
or co-author of more than 50 journal and conference papers, posters, and book chapters. 
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André Paixão, Ph.D. 
YRS 2023 Co-chair 
Researcher, LNEC – National Laboratory for Civil Engineering (Laboratório Nacional de 
Engenharia Civil), Lisbon, Portugal 
 
André Paixão is an Assistant Researcher at the Transportation Department of the National 
Laboratory for Civil Engineering and collaborates as a Researcher at the R&D Unit CONSTRUCT 
from University of Porto, Faculty of Engineering (FEUP). He holds a PhD in Civil Engineering by 
FEUP (2014) on the structural behaviour of railway track transition zones and previously he 
concluded his degree in Civil Engineering by University of Lisbon, Instituto Superior Técnico (IST) 
(2006). His specialisation and R&D activities have focused mostly on transport infrastructures, 
particularly on the structural behaviour of railway track systems.  

He has collaborated in short courses related to structural analysis and asset management of 
railway tracks and participated in the organization of scientific events, including Co-Chair of the 
1st International Meeting of the Young Transportation Geotechnics Engineers, in Guimarães, 
Portugal, in 2016.  

He has been member for academic juries (PhD and MSc), is co-supervising 1 PhD student and 
has co-supervised over 10 Master graduates. André has been acknowledged for his role as peer 
reviewer for scientific journals, including recognition by Publons as top reviewer for University of 
Porto in 2017. Currently he is member of the Editorial Board of Elsevier’s journal “Transportation 
Geotechnics”, Guest Editor of the Special Issue "Reliable and Resilient Infrastructures for 
Sustainable Transport Systems" of "Sustainability” journal and Deputy Coordinator of the WG1 of 
the Portuguese Committee of Transportation Geotechnics.  

He has participated in several R&D and consultancy projects, has published over 100 technical 
and scientific documents, including 20+ journal articles and 40+ conference papers. 

 

Caroline Alméras, Secretary-General 
ECTRI - European Conference of Transport Research Institutes, Brussels, Belgium 

caroline.almeras@ectri.org 

 

Caroline Alméras is a senior European public affairs specialist with 20 years' experience 
in EU public relations, legal advising and advocacy in the mobility research field. After 
working several years as a lawyer at the European Commission then at the French 
Environment and Energy Management Agency (ADEME), she joined the European 
Conference of Transport Research Institutes (ECTRI) as project officer in charge of 
developing the activities of the association. In 2009, she was recruited as Deputy Director 
for European and International affairs at the French Institute for Transport Research 
(INRETS, now University Gustave Eiffel). The year after she was appointed Secretary 
General of ECTRI. From then, she is responsible for the strategic development, 
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representation and overall management of the Association. In 2019 she was appointed 
as co-chair of the US TRB International Cooperation Committee (A0010) and in 2020 as 
co-chair of the US TRB International Coordinating Council (A0020C). 

 
Ana Pereira, Project and Communication Manager 
ECTRI - European Conference of Transport Research Institutes, Brussels, Belgium 

ana.pereira@ectri.org 

 

Ana Pereira is an Environmental Engineer and holds a Masters Degree in Landscape and 
Spatial Planning from the University of Evora, in Portugal. Prior to joining ECTRI, Ana did 
a traineeship with the EMAS service at the European Economic and Social Committee 
and worked as Programme Officer for ANEC, supporting the activities of the Traffic 
sector and MarketWatch project. She started in ECTRI in September 2015, as Project 
Officer. Since January 2022, as ECTRI Project and Communication Manager, she is in 
charge of the communication, the support to the Members and liaison with external 
partners and the follow-up of activities and projects of the Association.  

 


