
ECTRI Position Paper on 
Greening & Digitalisation in 

Transport

ECTRI GA
April 28, 2022



2

Why this Position Paper? Background



3

Why this Position Paper? Background



4

4 main points

Transport – an important contributor to the green & 
digital transition 

Research – an essential foundation for understanding 
contexts and for informed decisions

Research – a contributor to wide deployment, use and 
appreciation of options, and to increase the likelihood of 
expected impacts

Research provides foundation & data for economic 
policy & investment decisions
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1. Transport – an important contributor to the green & 
digital transition

• The transport and mobility research community is ready to 
support the green and digital transition, to contribute evidence 
to informed decisions and policy-making, and by proposing 
developments and solutions for reaching Europe’s targets.  
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2. Research – an essential foundation for understanding 
contexts and for informed decisions

ECTRI recommends a European-wide research agenda; to include:

• Start from society’s targets.  Backcasting needs to define 
intermediate goals and indicators

• Look throughout the value chain and take a full scope view – e.g.
emissions “in-use” PLUS infrastructure to be built (cost, emissions,…)

• Build knowledge to reach decarbonisation goals - by applying a 
systems approach (Methods, KPI, holistic policy packages,…)

• Research how to leverage and benefit from digitalisation and 
automation – to make the needed impact on “greening” (Safety,…)
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3. Research – contributor to wide deployment, use,  
appreciation & increase likelihood of expected impacts

ECTRI recommends…

• R&I on innovative policy incentives of various types to change behaviour 
& ways for driving; to enhance  innovation capacity 

• Attitudinal studies about past dramatic changes in attitudes, incl freight

• Dynamic mobility models, cost- benefit models & methods throughout the 
full value chain – to ensure equitable mobility 

• Research on affordable automated mobility & social equity effects of the 
greening and digital

• Consider vulnerable communities, to support the strategic planning of 
mitigation measures & be aware of any negative socioeconomic impacts 
before implementation.
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4. Research provides foundation & data for economic 
policy & investment decisions

 Economic Models research -- economic theory and methods can underpin 
decisions and explain implications for economic policy in transportation
 Example:
 Whether to invest in technology in existing infrastructure or make 

significant investments in new infrastructure --
 Research  enables a more dynamic approach using cost incentives 

and real-time information for promoting a better utilization of existing 
transport infrastructure. 

 Support data science and AI methods to learn from big data, as well as 
data flows and cooperation among EU countries 

 Encourage knowledge sharing & make sure to provide basic data and the 
understanding of the prime industry drivers
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SUMMARY

Complete document available on ECTRI Website:  
https://www.ectri.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/03/2022-03-17_ECTRI-PP_Green-
Digitalisation-Transport.pdf


