
European Conference of Transport Research Institutes

ERRIN‐POLIS Conference
“Future transport research

 
in the European

 
Union”

January
 

31th, 2013 –
 

Brussels

ECTRI and transport research in the EU

Caroline Alméras, Secretary General



Basic Features


 

Non‐profit organisation established in 2003 to 
–

 
Promote integrated transport R&D

 
in Europe

–
 

Tie together the foremost multi‐modal
 

transport research 
 centers

 
across Europe

–
 

Promote the excellence of European transport research


 

27
 

major European transport research institutes / 
 Universities from 19

 
European countries


 

More than 4,000
 

research staff


 

Offices and staff (2+1) located in Brussels
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Vision and Mission

Vision


 
ECTRI is

 
the

 
„leading

 
European research

 
association

 for
 

sustainable
 

and multi‐modal mobility“

Mission


 
ECTRI is

 
pushing

 
for

 
green, safe, efficient, and 

 inclusive
 

transport
 

for
 

people
 

and goods
 

by
–

 
Promoting

 
transport

 
research

 
and enhancing

 
its

 
scientific

 quality
 

and effectiveness
–

 
Providing

 
independent, evidence‐based

 
advice

 
to 

 decision‐makers
 

in Europe
–

 
Incorporating

 
and representing

 
the

 
foremost

 
European 

 transport
 

research
 

institutes
 

and universities
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Strategic
 

Objectives


 

Shaping
 

the
 

future
 

„European Research Area“
 (independent advice to European decision‐makers

 
and fostering 

 external/international cooperation and partnerships)


 

Joining
 

research
 

capabilities
 

and infrastructures
(definition

 
of common

 
framework

 
of research

 
priorities

 
and structure)


 

Promoting
 

participation
 

in R&D projects
(increase

 
number

 
and success

 
rate of ECTRI initiated

 
projects)


 

Servicing
 

the
 

Members
 (through

 
information, exchange, and representation)


 

Fostering
 

education
 

and training
 (for

 
the

 
next

 
generation

 
of researchers

 
and research

 
managers

 
i.e. 

 Young Researchers
 

Seminar)


 
Disseminating

 
research

 
results

 (through
 

ETRR, conferences, publications, newsletter
 

and website)



27major 

 transport 

 research 

 institutes 

 or 

 universities 

 from 19
 European 

 countries

&

Members

http://www.upm.es/
http://www.dlr.de/
http://www-fvv.iml.fhg.de/
http://www.ifsttar.fr/
http://www.trl.co.uk/
http://www.its.home.pl/
http://www.kti.hu/
http://www.vtt.fi/
http://www.vud.sk/
http://www.polito.it/
http://www.certh.gr/hit.en.aspx
http://www.dtf.dtu.dk/
http://www.tmi.vgtu.lt/
http://www.cenit.cat/
http://www.toi.no/
http://www.vti.se/
http://www.let.fr/
http://www.ait.ac.at/
http://www.bast.de/
http://www.lnec.pt/
http://www.swov.nl/
http://www.tsi.lv/
http://www.rijkswaterstaat.nl/
http://www.uv.es/
http://www.ikolej.pl/
http://www.cdv.cz/


Transport mode coverage
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Fields of Expertise
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Freight

 

Transport & 

 
Logistics

Mobility

 

& Travel

 
Behaviour

Modeling

Passenger

 

Transport

Safety

 

& Security

Transport & 

 
Economics

Transport & 

 
Ergonomics

Transport & 

 
Telematics

Transport & 

 
Environment

Transport 

 
Infrastructure

Transport System 

 
Management

Vehicle

 

Technology

ECTRI Members



Board
Manages and administers ECTRI‘s 

 activities

Secretariat
Performs day‐to‐day work and 

 
organizational tasks 

Assists Board, Members, SG

Disseminate & advertise on 

 
ECTRI’s activities and results

Thematic Groups

Safety
Freight 
and 

logistics
Mobility

Economics 
and Policy

Security and 
risks 

management

Secretary General
Overall organisation of ECTRI’s 

 
activities

Report to Board

Implement Board & Ass. decisions

ECTRI‐
TRB

Assembly of Members
 Highest organ of ECTRI

 One representative per member

Task
 

Forces

Strategy

Organisational Structure

Young 
Researcher 
Seminar



President: 

 
George Giannopoulos

 
– HIT, Greece

Vice‐President: 

 
Neil Paulley

 
– TRL, United Kingdom

Treasurer: 

 
Heikki

 
Kanner

 
–

 
VTT, Finland

Members:

 
Jean‐Paul Mizzi

 
–

 
Ifsttar, France

Uwe

 
Clausen

 
–

 
Fraunhofer, Germany

Pedro Perez Losa

 
– UVEG, Spain

Katja

 
Schechtner

 
–

 
AIT, Austria 

New elected
 

Board (2013‐2015)
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ECTRI Groups

Thematic
 

Groups
 

(TG)

Content
 

oriented

Composed
 

of researchers

Long‐term

Initiated
 

top‐down
 

or
 

bottom‐up

Task
 

Forces
 

(TF)

Particular
 

topic

Specific
 

result

Limited
 

timeframe

Initiated
 

top‐down



Thematic Groups


 

Mobility (Understanding
 

travel

 

behaviour, Inter‐modal aspects

 

of urban mobility,Land‐

 
use

 

and transport

 

interaction)


 

Freight and logistics (E‐freight, Door‐to‐door
 

freight

 

transport

 

and supply

 

chains, 

 
Urban logistics, Terminals)


 

Economics and policy (Policy
 

analyses

 

e.g. scenarios, foresights, Cost

 

benefit

 
analyses, Public Private Partnership, Pricing

 

and externalities)


 

Safety
 

(Behavioural adaption

 

and change, Fitness to drive, Evaluation of policy

 

initiatives, 

 
Ageing

 

society, Injury

 

data)


 

Security
 

and risks
 

analysis
 

(Risk Analysis and Management, Critical 

 
infrastructures, Needs of users/ operators/ owners/ emergency services)

Role


 

Define
 

research
 

topics
 

of interest
 

for
 

influencing
 

EC 
policies

 
and programmes


 

Increase
 

successful
 

participation
 

in EU projects


 
Provide

 
a platform

 
for

 
networking

 
and scientific

 exchanges
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Task
 

Forces



 
Strategy

 
Task

 
Force

 Scope
 

and objectives: 
‐

 
Influencing

 
EC policy

 
through

 
position

 
papers

 
on current

 
and upcoming

 challenges
‐

 
Reacting

 
to EC consultations

 
and other

 
requests

‐

 
Defining

 
research

 
priorities

Timeline: continuous



 
ECTRI‐TRB Task

 
Force

Scope
 

and objective:
Implementing

 
the

 
actions

 
in ECTRI‐TRB MoU

 
(2‐year Action Plan 2011‐2013)

Timeline: 2011 –

 
2013



 
Young Researchers

 
Seminar

Scope
 

and
 

objective:
Organising

 
Seminar to professionalise

 
Young researchers

Timeline: bi‐annual

 
event,  Lyon, 5‐7 June

 
2013



ECTRI as advisor to the EC and others EU bodies

Shaping
 

the
 

ERA 
Influencing European Policies (including FPs) (1/2)

Benefits:

"Economies of scale" of a collaborating European 
 research community

Position reflected in European Policies

Members find areas of interest covered in calls

Inputs / contributions
■

 

FPs updates / workprogrammes
■

 

Consultations
■

 

EU policy papers
■

 

ETPs

 

SRA & road maps

http://www.ectri.org/Publications/Accueil.htm
http://www.ectri.org/Publications/Accueil.htm


Shaping
 

the
 

ERA  
Influencing European Policies (including FPs) (2/2)

Latest ECTRI position papers (More on ECTRI Publication webpage):

Position Paper
 

on “Research

 
needs

 
in the field

 
of transport funding, procurement

 
and Public 

 Private

 
Partnerships

 
(PPP)”

 
–

 
December

 
2012

ECTRI reflections on the Transport Challenges of Horizon 2020 –
 

September 2012

ECTRI Position on the Horizon 2020 Specific
 

Programme ‐

 
December

 
2011

ECTRI reply to the ERA Framework Public Consultation “Areas of untapped potential for the 

 development of the European Research Area (ERA) questionnaire”

 
‐

 
November 2011 

 ECTRI released its position on the EC White Paper “Roadmap to a Single European 

 Transport Area–

 
Towards a competitive and resource efficient transport system”

 
‐

 
July 2011 

ECTRI contribution to the European Investment Bank public consultation “Towards a 

 Refined Policy for EIB Lending to the Transport Sector”

 
‐

 
June 2011 

ECTRI answer to the EC Green Paper Consultation: “From Challenges to Opportunities: 

 Towards a Common Strategic Framework”

 
‐

 
May 2011

ECTRI contribution to “Strategic Transport Technology Plan”
 

‐

 
March 2011 

ECTRI position on FP8 “Towards a Common Strategic Framework for EU Transport Research 

 and Innovation Funding”

 
‐

 
February 2011

http://www.ectri.org/Publications/Accueil.htm


International Cooperation

 

:

European

 

organizations European

 

Technology

 

Platforms
‐

 

ETPs

Influence

Involvement  Influence

Cooperation

EU institutions

 

:
European Commission
European Parliament
European Investment Bank

EU projects

European Transport Research 
Alliance “ETRA”

Shaping the ERA                                                 
European and International interactions

Expert groups

Position Papers/
Consultations



MoU
 

with TRB, signed 22 Jan. 2006, Washington, TRB Annual 
 Session

Shaping the ERA 
 ECTRI and International cooperation

 
(1/2)

1. Cooperation in mutual activities
Meeting, Conference, Working Groups, 

 Committees
2. Dissemination of information and research 

 results
TR News, ECTRI Newsletter

3.  Organization of, or participation in, select 

 activities

 
i.e.

‐

 
Young Researchers Seminar

‐

 
Joint Committee or WG on future 

 transport research needs
‐

 
Participation of ECTRI in annual TRB 

 Conference (booth, sessions, keynote 

 speakers)

Activities are formalized through a 

 two‐year common Action Plan
approved on an annual basis



« ECTRI‐TRB report » on EU/US Transport 
 research

 
collaboration: challenges and 

 opportunities, Feb. 2009

Issues examined: 
–

 
Transport research environment on 

 both sides of the Atlantic (research 
 management, governance, financing)

–
 

Barriers and prerequisites for 
 cooperation

–
 

Recommendations on ways and 
 procedures to develop closer 

 collaboration

Touched upon wider International 
Cooperation issues  

Shaping the ERA
 ECTRI and International cooperation

 
(2/2)

Posted online at:
http://www.ectri.org

and  
http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/general/EU‐

 USResearch.pdf

http://www.ectri.org/Documents/Publications/Strategic-documents/WG10report_EU-UScooperation_pub_EN.pdf
http://www.ectri.org/Documents/Publications/Strategic-documents/WG10report_EU-UScooperation_pub_EN.pdf
http://www.ectri.org/Documents/Publications/Strategic-documents/WG10report_EU-UScooperation_pub_EN.pdf
http://www.ectri.org/
http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/general/EU-USResearch.pdf
http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/general/EU-USResearch.pdf


Promoting participation in R&D projects                         
 ECTRI participation in FP7 and FP6

YEAR 2010 –
 

http://year2010.fehrl.org
Competition for early‐stage researchers exploring the area of surface transport within

 

their research. 

DETRA –
 

http://detra.fehrl.org

Major European Research Association so called “Lyon Declaration signatories”

 

work together on the 

 
deepening of the European Research Area (ERA) objectives in transport in order to address the 

 
Grand Challenges andbuild

 

up a European Transport Research Alliance

EUTRAIN –
 

http://www.eutrain‐project.eu

International cooperation to strengthen the ERA in transport and

 

facing global challenges 

NET‐TRACK
 

–
 

www.ectri.org/nettrack
Exchange of experience and transfer of knowledge in research management and soft research 

 
infrastructures issues with new member states, accession countries, and Western Balkan countries

EURFORUM
 

–
 

www.eurforum.net
Recommendations of research priorities for the urban mobility sector

http://year2010.fehrl.org/
http://detra.fehrl.org/
http://www.eutrain-project.eu/
http://www.ectri.org/nettrack
http://www.ectri.org/Activities/Projects.htm




 
7th FP and CIP
172 transport research projects, among them



 

2 Networks of Excellence (incl. NEARCTIS), 122 Collaborative Projects, 41 Coordination 

 
and Support Actions, 2 Marie‐Curie (ITN), 2 CIP
 ECTRI directly supports the preparation of some projects



 
6th FP
113 transport research projects, among them



 

6 Networks of Excellence, including HUMANIST, EURNEX and APSN (supported

 

by

 
ECTRI), 35 Integrated Projects, 41 Specific Targeted Research Projects, 28 Coordination 

 
and Support Actions and 3 Marie Curie actions (Transfer of knowledge)



 
COST
European Cooperation in the Field of Scientific and Technical Research

 

–

 

Intergovernmental 

 
Network



 

10 running actions in the ‘Transport and Urban Development’

 

domain

Various thematic areas / all surface transport modes: rail, road, 
 maritime, air, multimodal

Promoting participation in R&D projects
 Members participation 



Servicing ECTRI Members 
 Information, exchange, and representation

 Internal Monthly newsletter
 

(exchange of news on  ECTRI and 

 Members’

 
activities, EU policies, calls, projects and events)

 Promotion and representation at Transport events



 

International


 

TRB Annual Meeting


 

World Congress on Intelligent Transport Systems


 

World Conference on Transport Research


 

World Congress on Railway Research


 

Road Safety on Four Continents


 

European


 

Transport Research Arena


 

European Transport Conference 


 

Intelligent Transport Systems Europe


 

EC conferences



Fostering education and training                                
 

Young Researchers Seminar

 The Young Researchers Seminar :
 

promoting scientific 
 excellence and support Young Researchers to put science into 

 practice by:

–
 

training young researchers, by tutorial means through a 
 retroactive manner to elaborate, prepare papers and present 

 oral scientific communications.

–
 

To enable the networking of young transport researchers 
 belonging to ECTRI and FERSI members and from TRB

Biennial event jointly organized with FERSI since 2001





 
An open access journal; wide availability to all 

 researchers with a minimum of constraints and costs



 
Provides focus on issues of special interest to 

 European transport research, its funding bodies and 

 supervising organisations



 
First 4 Volumes (4 issues both) in 2009, 2010, 2011, 

 2012



 
Published by                            Verlag

 
through contract 

 with ECTRI



 
Journal website: 

 http://www.springer.com/engineering/mechanical+en

 g/journal/12544



 
For authors: online manuscript submission, review and 

 tracking: http://www.editorialmanager.com/etrr/

Disseminating research results 
 ETRR ‐

 
ECTRI sponsored scientific Journal

http://www.springer.com/engineering/mechanical+eng/journal/12544
http://www.springer.com/engineering/mechanical+eng/journal/12544
http://www.editorialmanager.com/etrr/


More information

www.ectri.org

http://www.ectri.org/
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