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Introduction (1/2)

Alcohol ignition interlock: Anatomy and physiology
Behavioural research on alcolocks:

Studies on effectiveness 1980-2005
European studies

Framework:
European Commission Directorate-General for Energy and Transport
“Alcolock Implementation in the European Union; an in-depth
qualitative field trial”
Consortium:

Belgian Road Safety Institute (BIVV / IBSR): coordinator, recidivists, alcoholics
TOI Institute of Transport Economics: bus drivers
University of Valladolid: bus drivers
Federal Highway Research Institute BASt: truck drivers
SWOV Institute for Road Safety Research: literature study
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Research objectives European project:
Five groups of thirty drivers, one year trial: small scale field trial
Study “impact” of the alcolock:

Psychological impact: 
Perceptions
Attitudes
Beliefs

=> towards: driving, drinking, drink driving
Sociological impact: related subjects

People living together with drivers
Passengers of busses
Clients of truck drivers

Behavioural impact
Practical impact: e.g. retests, servicing, etc…
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Core design:
12 months alcolock for 5 x 30 drivers
Belgium: 2 groups of 30 drivers

Recidivist drink drivers (15 Dutch, 15 French)
(Abstinent) Alcohol dependent patients (15 Dutch, 15 French)

In-depth exploration:
Interviews: before, during and after 12 month period
Interviews with “related subjects”
Log-data

Qualitative trial:
Controlled efficiency studies versus exploratory field trial
In-depth investigation of processes at work
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NOT a one group pre-post pseudo-experimental design
Self-reported impact => control group ipso facto irrelevant

Pre-interviews
Expectancies, prejudices, motivations
Characteristics of sampled groups

Generalization?
No quantitative generalization
“Qualitative generalization”: 

Hypothesis-generating research
Maximizing heterogeneity

In-depth investigation
In-depth interviewing
In-depth analysis of implementation process
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Method

Subjects
Materials

Alcolocks:
ACS and/versus Draeger
Parameters

Questionnaires
Van der Laan et al.: assessment of acceptance 
AUDIT 
Sartre

Inclusion
Procedure of 12-month trial
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Results 

NO RESULTS YET
Results on inclusion: recidivists OK, patients not OK
Preliminary experiences
= Joint fitness-to-drive meeting, April 28 Brussels:

1) People are afraid of the unknown
2) This fear is often justified
3) The road to implementation is long, and winding
4) Nothing is perfect
5) The alcolock as a punishment is evaluated ambiguously
6) Drink-driving is a delicate matter

Pre-interviews
Cf. “Tables of pre-alcolock interview data “: heterogeneity OK
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Post Scriptum:

Grant number SUB-B27020B-E3-ALCOLOCK-2003-
S07.26578 of the European Commission Directorate-
General for Energy and Transport.

The sole responsibility for the project and for this 
presentation lies with the authors. The commission is not 
responsible for any use that may be made of the 
information contained in this presentation.
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