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Focus group interviews

a way to collect information on elderly car drivers’ 
subjective risk perception
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Why care about the elderly car drivers?

Increasing in numbers
live longer
car depending
more female drivers

Risky business
the U- curve

Increased frailty 

the mobility snake
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My PhD study

Risk
Accidents (type, injury, number)

Security
Safety

Mobility
Trips (frequency & length)
Mode of transport choice
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What is risk?

Objective risk
accidents/km

accidents/persons
Subjective risk

feeling of safety and/or security+
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Why use focus group study?

qualitative method to gather inductive data
usefull when assessing needs
finding out how people think and make decisions
constructing a questinnaire
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What is a focus group interview?

A series of focused interviews with a specific 
group of participants

Group size 3- 12 participant

The researcher introduce a topic

The group interacts and discuss a certain topic 
with each other
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Questioning guide – areas of interests

Individual point of view

Subjective risk 
assessments
using other means 
of transport

Subjective risk 
assessments 
when driving car

Elderly drivers in general
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Questioning guide

Ending Questions

Key Questions

Transition Questions

Introductory Questions

Opening Questions
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Questioning guide

Ending Questions
additional info

Key Questions

Transition Questions
as a Car Driver

safety <-> security

Introductory Questions
in traffic in general
safety <-> security

Opening Questions
presentation
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Modification of the QG

Subjective risk
NOT

safety  versus security
BUT 

descriptions



Marlene Rishøj Kjær, Elderly drivers’ risk perception

Young Researchers Seminar 2005

Questioning guide

Ending Questions
additional info

Key Questions

Transition Questions
as a Car Driver

Descriptions

Introductory Questions
in traffic in general

Descriptions

Opening Questions
presentation
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Focus Group Participants 

Factors of homogeneity
65+ years old

regular car drivers
hobby activity/training course

Factors of heterogeneity
municipality size
degree of urbanity

infrastructure
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The 4 Focus Group Interview

Copenhagen County
34 km2 (1362 inhab/km2)
5 persons

Frederiksborg County
65 km2 (204 inhab/km2)
4 persons

Funen County
83 km2 (224 inhab/km2)
5 persons

Roskilde County
131 km2 (107 inhab/km2)
7 persons
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Preliminary results

Compensational strategies
time, place

Infrastructure
Left turns
Intersections vs. Roundabouts
HighwaysEstimation of distance

Safety gaps
Distance between cars

Parking problem
Congestion
One way - streets
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