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Introduction – need for knowledge databases


 

Essential for the sound basis of research endeavour


 

Provide a useful and convenient way to access 
relevant literature and research projects


 

Means of avoiding overlap and ‘reinventing the 
wheel’


 

Mechanism for sharing and disseminating results of 
research



ITRD 
International Transport Research Documentation


 

Co-operative World-wide database of published 
Information on Transport and Transport Research 


 

Permanent activity of the joint OECD / International 
Transport Forum / Joint Transport Research Centre


 

Created in 1972  > 400,000 abstracts of 
publications and on-going research


 

>1000 abstracts added every month



ITRD - How does it work?


 

30 members from respected research 
organisations in 23 countries world-wide provide 
abstracts each month


 

They choose one of 4 working languages and 
submit via the appropriate Co-ordinating Centre   





ITRD: Subject Coverage



ITRD: Subject Coverage



ITRD: Sources of information



ITRD: Subject Coverage



ITRD: Excluded Items



ITRD: Quadrilingual Database



Quadrilingual thesaurus links terms through 
numeric code

Accelerator 
(Concrete)

4726 Accelerateur de Prise Erstarrungsbechleuniger Acelerador de 
Fraguado

Accelerator 
(Veh)

1363 Accelerateur (Veh) Gaspedal Acelerador 
(Vehiculo)



Accessing the database

Three ways: (links to all via www.itrd.org)


 

On-Line (STN or Ovid-Wolters-Kluwer)


 

CD-ROM


 

Via an ITRD member



www.itrd.org



ITRD: Quantity Vs Quality

Search 


 

TDM is an often used abbreviation for Transport Demand 
Management

Google


 

Searching TDM in Google finds 5.9 million hits - most of the 
first hits deal with Time Division Multiplexing, Therapeutic 
Drug Monitoring  or Timber Door Manufacturers

ITRD


 

TDM in ITRD finds 299 hits all of which are transport related 
and all come from quality peer-reviewed publications 



The ECTRI Soft Research Infrastructures Database

ECTRI: the European Conference of Transport Research Institutes 
(www.ectri.org)


 

The purpose and content of the ECTRI Database is to provide 
information to transport research community:

- Basic Information of all ECTRI institutes:

- Contact persons details related to major research activity 
areas

- Links to available libraries within the ECTRI institutes

- Descriptions of datasets

- Description of ECTRI Research Activity Areas

http://www.ectri.org/


Principles


 

First generation database


 

Free and Open source softwares and tools


 

Internal development for the ECTRI community


 

Simple database structure, expandable


 

Shared effort amongst members



Database structure - main information

All information items are linked together and can be accessed from 
everywhere.



Index of research activity areas



Activity area detailed



Activity area detailed (2)



Benefits of database use



 
Maximizing the efficiency of soft research infrastructure within the 
ECTRI Community
- Sharing expertise when appropriate

- Broad range of soft research infrastructures available
- Detail and specificity 

- Establishing cooperation among facility owners and users



 
Easy access to information 
- Datasets and libraries

- Scope and Accessibility
- Structure and contact persons



 
Development of an instrument to support cooperation 
- Common methodologies
- Community of practices



Concluding remarks


 

Common purpose of the databases presented is to collect and 
disseminate information of interest to those involved in transport 
research


 

Both examples important, even essential, tools to the transport 
researcher


 

Both help to create a community of research and cooperation 
between researchers to facilitate advances in knowledge



Do You 
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