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E CTRI was founded at the beginning of 2003 and began in 2004 to 
implement its strategic vision and its first Joint Program Activities 

2004-2006, taking into account the European and National evolution of 
the Transport Research landscape. 
 
The release of its Strategic Paper constituted a good input to its direct 
(or indirect through its members) involvement to e-safety forum and the 

three surface transport European Technology Platforms (ERTRAC, ERRAC, WATERBORNE). 
 
The core 2004 ECTRI activities was led by the vision to creating the Surface Transport Euro-
pean Research Area (STERA) in various concrete actions. 
 
A hard research infrastructure key feasibility study has been prepared and FERSI joined our 
activities for mobility and training and soft research infrastructures, and FEHRL with FERSI 
joined the preparation of the next Young Researchers Seminar. 
 
We continued to mobilize our members around the various calls of the 6FRDPs or COST 
Transport Activities in a open way, and to carry on our planned activities committing the 
various three levels of our members (Executive, Senior, Young). 
 
We introduced a successful Specific Support Action proposal to European Commission in or-
der to bring together our eastern colleagues into the Surface Transport European Research 
Area.  
 
New working methods were implemented in 2004 and we proceeded two non-planned 
documents to meet the agenda and calendar of the 7FRDP preparation, i.e. on July 12th, a 
Statement on COM(2004)353 final and on November 22nd the “7FRDP preparation ECTRI 
contribution”. 
 

 
 
 
 

Georgios Giannopoulos      Jean-Pierre Médevielle 
President        Secretary 
 

Introduction 
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I n 2004 ECTRI began to implement its strategic vision 
and its first Joint Program Activities 2004-2006.  

 
Its 2003 Strategic Paper was largely disseminated at 
beginning 2004. 
 
This passes through a modification of its Working Meth-
ods approved during its Assembly of March 2004 in 
Brno, Czech Republic. 
 
During this Assembly meeting, it was a recurrent ques-
tion and some members raised the question of enhanc-
ing the Working Methods. Following this request, an 
email has been sent by the Secretary to the members. 
The Secretariat received a very consistent answer from 
Neil Paulley. 
 
The Board discussed this proposal during the Schiphol 
Board meeting and proposed to approve it. It was sug-
gested that the number of partners shall be between 3 
and 12 people while keeping in mind that it is more 
difficult for 12 people than for 3 to meet.  
 
The Assembly agrees to bring Neil Paulley proposal to 
the proceedings format.  
 
Furthermore the Secretariat of ECTRI shall provide the 
Secretariat of the Working Groups and of the main 
horizontal Task Forces (Benchmarking, State of the art 
reports). The Secretariat of ECTRI shall also be present 
during the Working Groups and Task Forces meetings. 
 
Some members of the Assembly pointed out that the 
Secretariat and the Board are very active and that the 
working community of researchers and policies advisors 
should be more involved as extra-logistics.  
 
The AVV proposed that Mr Willy Diddens shall join at 
part time the ECTRI Secretariat staff to reinforce it. The 
Assembly agreed on this proposal.  
 
The 2004 budget adopted in Brno created the financial 
resources conditions to carry out the first year of ECTRI 
J.P.A. (Joint Program Activities). 
 
Many contacts were performed with European Commu-
nity through specific appointments or meetings, or invi-
tations to participate to events or working groups. 

As such the Chairman and the Secretary had a specific 
appointment with the Commissioner for Research Cabi-
net, on September 8th, 2004 (see the minutes on http://
www.ectri.org). 
 
Specific appointments of the Board through regular 
meetings with the heads of unit in charge of Transport 
research within DGRTD and DGINFSO were carried 
out. 
 
With DGTREN the contacts were made through general 
meetings. 
 
ECTRI prepared 2 key documents dealing with EC con-
cerns: 
• the first released in July 2004 is a statement answer-

ing to the EC commitments of June 2004 (COM 
(2004) 353 final)  

 
• the second released in November 2004 to the new 

Commission and the new European Parliament is an 
ECTRI 7th FRDP input . This document was also dis-
seminated through ECTRI members to the State mem-
bers. 

 

Core Activities 

I—The 2003 strategic vision implementation in 2004 
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During 2004, ECTRI as such participate to the governing 
and management bodies of ERTRAC (European Road 
Transport Research Advisory Council), e-safety forum 
and as such entered the second phase of ERRAC 
(European Rail Research Advisory Council). 
 
The following table summaries the ECTRI and ECTRI 
members involvement within the European technology 
platforms dealing directly with transport research issues 
and the e-safety : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our strategic vision was particularly instrumental in 

these participations. 

Parallely, ECTRI made an official presentation of its 

activities to the new Joint Transport Research Center of 

ECMT-OECD and kept in touch with the US TRB 

(Transportation Research Board). 

 

 

 ECTRI ECTRI members  
presence 

ECTRI member  
seniors presence 

ERTRAC    

Assembly x x  

Support Group x   

WG of Experts   x 

ERRAC    

Assembly x x  

Support Group  x  

WG of Experts   x 

WATERBORNE 
(ACMARE) 

   

Assembly  x  

Support Group  x  

WG of Experts   x 

E-SAFETY    

Plenary x x  

Steering Group x   

WG of experts   x 
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E CTRI was created by the National Transport re-

search Institutes of 15 countries of Europe includ-

ing 13 Institutes from Western countries and 2 from 

Eastern. The 15 founding and present members of the 

Association are the following:  

• the AVV (Ministerie van Verkeer en Waterstat, 

Rijkswaterstaat adviesdienst Verkeer en Vervoer) 

and the TNO (Netherlands Organisation for applied 

Scientific Research), the Netherlands; 

• the CDV (Centrum Dopravního Výzkumu), Czech Re-

public;  

• the FHG-IVI (Fraunhofer Gesellschaft Zur Förderung 

Der Angewandten Forschung e.V. with its Institut für 

Verkerhrs und Infrastruktursysteme) and the DLR 

(Deutsches Zentrum für Luft und Raumfahrt e.V.), Ger-

many;  

• the DTF (Danmarks TransportForskning), Denmark;   

• the INRETS (Institut National de Recherche sur les 

transports et leur sécurité), France; 

• the HIT (Centre for research and Technology Hellas 

(CERTH) – Hellenic Institute of Transport (HIT), 

Greece;  

• the KTI (Közlekedéstudományi Intézet Rt), Hungary; 

• the POLITO (Politecnico di Torino), Italy;  

• the TOI (Transportokonomisk Institutt), Norway;  

• the VTT (VTT Building and Transport, research insti-

tute of VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland), 

Finland;  

• the VTI (Statens Väg-och Transportforskningsinstitut), 

Sweden;  

• the UPM (The Universidad Politecnica de Madrid), 

Spain;  

• and the TRL (Transport Research Laboratory Limited), 

United Kingdom.  

During 2004, a number of actions have been launched 

by the Board and the Secretariat in order to encourage 

new membership to ECTRI. 

Many progresses have been made with different coun-

tries both Western or Eastern. 

That was prepared by the finalisation of writing 

down of a model of “Memorandum of Understand-

ing” for the countries where the transport research 

landscape is complex and by adding to the list of coun-

tries with eventually 2 positions – as it is already ful-

filled by German and the Netherlands – other countries 

with transport research important portfolio such as 

Spain and Poland. 

One new member officially entered ECTRI who is the 

Technical University of Belgrade, Serbia & Montene-

gro. 

Two countries sent to ECTRI their official application to 

enter in 2005. Our new members will be Vilnius Gedi-

minas Technical University – Transport Research Center 

from Lithuania and the Motor Transport Institute and the 

CNTK in Poland agreed to sign a MoU, with the Motor 

Transport Institute as representative in ECTRI. 

In addition progresses were made mainly with Bulgaria, 

the other Baltic States and Croatia for the Eastern 

Countries, and Portugal, Switzerland and Belgium for 

the Western Countries. 

Within the United Kingdom, discussions between TRL 

and the USTG – that cannot enter ECTRI as a loose or-

ganisation of British Universities at the incorporation of 

ECTRI – were carried out. 

The page 3 of cover is presenting the ECTRI members 

as such participating effectively to ECTRI activities in 

2004. 

Membership 
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I n order within the financial resources allocated by 

the official budget, to carry the ECTRI activities, and 

in addition to the strong involvement of the Board mem-

bers through their assiduity or their supervision of 

Working Groups or Task Forces, and to the parallel 

effort of INRETS to invest on the Secretariat activities, 

AVV decided to bring to the Secretariat additional hu-

man resources through the involvement at part time of 

one of its senior, Dr Willy Diddens. This brings through 

other cultural and tradition an invaluable contribution to 

the operational work of the ECTRI Secretariat. 

 

Today the Secretariat is composed of: 

• 2 part time seconded people: Jean Pierre Mede-

vielle, INRETS and Willy Diddens, AVV 

• 2 full time permanent people: Caroline Alméras and 

Lucile Murier 

 

And this allows the Secretariat to be instrumental for 

the Board supervision of ECTRI activities as decided by 

the Brno Assembly in conformity to the new working 

methods. 

 

The Secretariat has begun to prepare in 2004 a qual-

ity management process, and new communication chart 

to be implemented in 2005 for the latter and the next 

years for the first. 

 

Parallely the Secretariat in closed relation to some EC-

TRI members or Networks of Excellence sponsored by 

ECTRI participates to the preparation of 3 specific Sup-

port Actions: 

- TRAINAC 

- NET-TRACK 

- SHARING 

aimed at the bringing together of Eastern countries 

(NMS, Acceeding countries and Western Balkans Coun-

tries) and their international interfacing. 

 

During 2004 have been restructurated the Working 

Groups and Task Forces of ECTRI as in the “encadré”. 

 

At the end of 2004 has been taking the “in principle” 

decision to create in 2005 a new thematic Working 

Group on the Urban Transport Research (WGA). 

 

The reinforcement of the Secretariat is instrumental for 

these activities. 

The launching of  the JPA 2004-2006 

Task Forces : 

6th FRDP projects and network management 
UNECA 

State of the Arts : Two State of the art reports 
are in preparation 

International Journal on Transport Research 

Benchmarking Activity 

Working Groups : 

Working Group 2 : “Mobility and training” 

Working Group 3 : “Research facilities issues” 

Working Group 4 : “Other research 

infrastructure issues (databases, libraries, …)” 
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T wo Research Cooperation meetings were held in 

2004 between ECTRI, FERSI and FEHRL in order 

to reinforce the collaboration between the three or-

ganisations. These meetings were on May 4th, and No-

vember 4th. Decisions were taken concerning the in-

volvement of FEHRL in the Young Researchers Seminar 

2005 and the involvement of FERSI to the ECTRI Work-

ing Group on Soft Research Infrastructures. 

Relationship with FERSI and FEHRL 

T he financial report is presenting the final ac-

counts for 2004, the Assembly having voted this 

budget in March 2004 and amended it in November 

2004. 

In November 2004, the Assembly decided of the 

budget 2005. 

These 2 budgets are taking into account carrying for-

wards from the association assets as an incentive to new 

activities. 

Budget 2004 and 2005 
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II – ECTRI as a research Community without boundaries in 2004 

Introduction 

I n 2004, ECTRI was represented through booths in 

order to present its activities and its members in 

different conferences. 

 

EuroIndia, New Dehli, India from 24 to 26 March 

 

The EuroIndia Conference was held in New Dehli from 

24 to 26 of March, under the initiative of the European 

Commission. 

ECTRI was present on this Conference through a booth 

presenting our members, our activities and also the Net-

work of Excellence HUMANIST.  

As our President, Pr Georgios Giannopoulos was not 

able to be present to chair his session, he has been re-

placed by Dr Angelos Bekiaris, from HIT to chair the 

Parallel Session A7 on Transport and Civil Risk. 

Commissioner Liikanen was in Dehli and visited the exhi-

bition on Thursday 25 March. 

Some interesting contacts were made. Most of the peo-

ple who visited the exhibition were from Indian Soft-

ware Industry and some researchers were also inter-

ested in what is done in Europe 

 

 

 

 

ITS Europe, Budapest, Hungary from 24 to 26 May 

 

The last Intelligent Transport Systems and Services (ITS) 

Europe Congress was organized from 24 to 26 May in 

Budapest, Hungary. Here again, ECTRI was present 

trough a booth. 

The contacts were more specifically made this time with 

industries and some universities. 

 

ECTRI presence on conferences 

ECTRI Booth at ITS Budapest 

ECTRI Booth at EuroIndia 

D uring 2004 have been restructurated the Work-

ing Groups and Task Forces of ECTRI  

The main part of the horizontal issues is aimed at ECTRI 

as a research community without boundaries. Mainly, 

the business is done through the Board, the Secretary, 

Working Groups and horizontal Task Forces. 

Page 13 2004 



World Congress on Transport Research, Istanbul, Turkey 

from 4 to 6 July 

 

ECTRI was present through a booth at the 10th World 

Conference on Transport Research (WCTR) held in Is-

tanbul, Turkey, from July 4 to 8, 2004. 

The Conference was shared be-

tween a Plenary Session introduc-

ing the Conference, a Seminar or-

ganised by the French Ministry of 

Transport, 4 Semi-Plenary Sessions 

with panels and parallel sessions 

(around 240) related to the 8 fol-

lowing session tracks: ‘Transport 

Modes’, ‘Transport Systems’, 

‘Planning, Operation, Management and Control’, 

‘Transport modelling’, ‘Assessment Appraisal and Sce-

narios’, ‘Spatial and Environmental Economics and Engi-

neering’, ‘Transport in Developing Countries’, ‘Transport 

Policy, (De-) Regulation, Subvention and/or Investment’. 

The Conference hosted around 600 participants; most 

of ECTRI members were present through their manag-

ers, senior and junior researchers to chair sessions or 

give oral presentations. 

 

European Transport Conference, Strasbourg, France from 

4 to 6 October 

 

ECTRI was present through a booth at the European 

Transport Conference held in Strasbourg, France, from 

October 4 to 6, 2004. 

The Conference started at 9.45 am 

on Monday 4 October, with a wel-

come address and introduction by 

the Association for European Trans-

port. The programme finished at 

4.30 pm on Wednesday 6 Octo-

ber and was followed by meetings 

of AET committees. 

 

More than 240 papers were presented, selected by the 

11 Programme Committees from over 450 abstracts 

s u b m i t t e d  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e m e s : 

optimism Bias in Road construction,  planning for sustain-

ability, the value of time, innovative approaches to 

traffic management in cities, London congestion charg-

ing: latest developments, Transport and tourism, Educa-

tion and training in transport, Trans European roads 

and Rail networks. 

Each day, the participants could choose between at 

least 10 seminars. The sessions last for 1½ or 2 hours 

and the audience was of 20 to 50 people in each 

session 

An exhibition took place in the conference hall during 

the 3 days conference and was opened the 3 whole 

days. 

The Conference hosted participants from 27 countries; 

some ECTRI members were present through their man-

agers, senior and junior researchers. 

WCTR  

ECTRI booth at WCTR 
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T he Board took over during 2004 of the former 

Working Group 1, with the operational help of 

the Secretariat. 

These activities are aimed at the general functioning of 

ECTRI and especially to legal issues and internal and 

external communications. Its terms of reference are: 

• To deal with all internal organisation as regards flows 

of information and interaction between members as : 

⇒ platform of exchange EU and 6th FRDP 

⇒ platform of exchange bilateral or multilateral co-

operation 

⇒ linked to the functioning of the overall work-
programme. 

• To think and format the network procedures or par-

ticipation to common projects including or not other 

participants than ECTRI members (comparative rules, 

confidentiality, coordination with Networks of Excel-

lence and other projects supported by ECTRI). 

• To deal with external communication and with internal 

communication (broader sense) involving at minima 

the three layers of ECTRI members (governance level, 

senior researchers, young researchers) and including 

ECTRI website.  

The regularity and robustness of Assembly preparation 

and decision implementation is in line with this activity. 

This activity shall also include positive lobbying and 

external public relations with various bodies interested 

by both transport ERA and ERIA as FERSI, FEHRL, 

EARPA, ERTICO, EUCAR, UNIFE, UIC, UITP, EARTO, 

EARMA, KOWI, ANRT EUROPE and ERTRAC, ERRAC.  

The Assembly took a resolution in November 2004 con-

cerning the interpretation of the Statutes and also ap-

proved the Memorandum Of Under-

standing model for countries with 

complex situation membership. 

 

The website has been updated and 

4 ECTRI newsletters were released in 

2004 and disseminated through EC-

TRI, ECTRI members and outside. 

Legal issues and communication 

T he Board members mandate ends on January 27th, 

2005 and the Assembly has been required to nomi-

nate new Board members during its Crowthorne Assembly 

meeting on November 11 and 12. 

Nominations have been made by the members before the 

Assembly meeting and the proposed names to renew the 

Board were presented in the Terms of Reference of the 

meeting. 

During the meeting, an open-vote was made and the Board 

was unanimously re-elected in its entirety.  

Houko LUIKENS, former Managing Director of AVV and 

member of the Board retired and is replaced, with the 

agreement of the Assembly, by Hans JEEKEL, from AVV. 

Election of  the new Board entering into force on January 27, 2005 

New Board entering into force on January 27th, 2005 

President: Georgios GIANNOPOULOS, Director of HIT 

Vice-President: Jörg SCHÜTTE, Managing Director of 

FHG-IVI 

Secretary: Jean-Pierre MEDEVIELLE, Deputy General 

Director of INRETS 

Treasurer: Kurt PETERSEN, Deputy Managing Director 

of DTF 

Member: Josef MIKULIK, Director of CDV 

Member: Liisa HAKAMIES-BLOMQVIST, Scientific 

Director of VTI 

Member: Hans JEEKEL, Acting Director of AVV 
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F rom the beginning of ECTRI’s activities, it was 

stated that a number of opportunities for mobility 

and training should be explored within ECTRI frame-

work.  

 

These activities, made jointly with FERSI, have the mis-

sion to prepare the next European core generation of 

transport Scientists and transport professionals edu-

cated by science. It focuses particularly on young re-

searchers, graduates, PhD and post-doctorant.  

 

The business is carried out through Working Group 2, 

“Mobility and Training”, where the terms of reference 

are the following: 

• To tackle with the attraction and the preparation of 

next steps of mobility and training of transport scien-

tists including the next generation. 

• To discuss all the elements of “actions to promote 

human resources and mobility” including or not pro-

posals to Marie Curie programme, exchanges of re-

searchers, post-doctorants and doctorants. 

• To define the areas the most suitable for action at 

short, medium and long terms. 

 

Concerning the training issue, the priority is given to the 

organisation of Young Researchers’ Seminar where a 

small group of young researchers from the ECTRI mem-

berships holds a scientific seminar. This activity was initi-

ated by ECTRI in 2002 and joined by FERSI in 2003. 

 

The aim of this seminar is to promote multicultural 

European tutorial and support the training in an inter-

national forum through both written and oral presen-

tation of own research results.  

The first joint young researchers seminar between ECTRI 

and FERSI was held in Bron in December 2003, calling 

together a number of 14 tutors and 43 young research-

ers having less than 7 years of professional career.  

 

In 2004 was released the deliverable about this Young 

Researchers Seminar (report ECTRI 2003-03). 

Working Group 2: Mobility and training 
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I n 2004, FEHRL decides to join ECTRI and FERSI to 

create a new Young Researchers Seminar in 2005 

to be held in the Netherlands from 11 to 13 May 2005 

in The Hague. TNO, AVV and SWOV are involved in 

the preparation and this activity is made in conjunction 

with the Secretariat.  

The call for papers has been launched in July 2004 

and the deadline for submitting and abstract was Octo-

ber 1st, 2004. 

The next Young Researchers Seminar 2005 preparation 

I n order to promote the mobility of young research-

ers, the Working Group 2 is also in charge to pre-

pare, in collaboration with the FERSI, proposals for the 

various calls of Marie Curie program. A first report out-

lines that the most promising elements for an ECTRI or 

ECTRI/FERSI action was dedicated to the host driven 

actions such as the research training network, the early 

stage training (events) and the transfer of knowledge. 

These 3 sub-working groups are in charge to prepare 3 

proposals related to these areas for forthcoming calls 

within 6th FRDP. FERSI is joining the projects which will 

be co-ordinated and managed by the ECTRI associa-

tion.  

 

HIT and INRETS, with the support of ECTRI Secretariat, 

prepared the first 6th FRDP Marie Curie project on the 

subject of transport. This project, called TRANS-AID 

(Transfer of knowledge in Transport Infrastructure Fi-

nancing) has been retained by the Commission and is 

considered as a prototype project for ECTRI and FERSI 

members for Transfer of Knowledge between West 

and East. 

 

The efforts of the Working Group 2 are also concen-

trated on the preparation of a proposal linked to our 

Young Researcher Seminar. The Working Group 2 and 

the Secretariat began working on a proposal on the 

line “Marie Curie Conferences and Training Courses - 

Series of Events (SCF)” at the end of 2004 and the pro-

posal should be presented in 2005. 

 

FERSI and ECTRI reiterated their proposal to FEHRL to 

join some of their activities while allocating resources. 

Other WG2 activities common to ECTRI and FERSI 
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T his domain is of special relevance to attract 

good scientists, and to carry good science. 

This business is carried out through Working Group 3 

where the terms of reference are the following: 

• To assess the feasibility of creating a European trans-

port research facilities agenda (except the soft issues 

viewed by Working Group 4) by distinguishing exist-

ing and new ones. 

• To discuss while taking into account the ECTRI survey, 

INTRANSNET and TREE projects surveys all the ele-

ments contained in an integrated infrastructure initia-

tive such as: opening, access to existing, survey on 

new needs, and the scope of these elements. 

• To define the areas which are most suitable for such 

new infrastructures and their roles for research, certi-

fication or testing. 

 

The first priority of the Working Group 3 is given to 

Advanced Driver Assist System (ADAS) for e-test labo-

ratory and to support of HUMANIST and APSN Net-

works of Excellence.  

 

On e-test Lab a sub group is head by FHG-IVI and 

prepare an internal report, the Assembly decide to au-

thorize this sub group to prepare a Specific Support 

Action (SSA). 

 

The Working Group 3 in charge of Hard Research Fa-

cilities issues met for the first time in Dresden, in May. A 

core group composed of the FhG-IVI, TNO, INRETS, 

DLR, TRL, VTI, HIT, UPM and VTT, has been appointed 

to prepare a first draft on E-TEST lab concept, inspired 

from the paper prepared by the FhG-IVI which under-

took the coordinating role.  

The core-group decided to proceed onto a feasibility 

study and onto a preparation of a proposal for the 

oncoming ITS/e-safety call. In parallel, following the 

suggestion of the European Community, it goes on 

propagating the E-Test-Lab concept (to the e-safety 

forum for example) and through careful discussions with 

industrial.  

 

In 2004, it has also been decided that this Working 

Group should have 2 other types of activities: 

• The work-package on “infrastructure sharing” from 

HUMANIST and APSN Networks of excellence 

(INRETS, TNO) 

• The inventory of hard research facilities in relation-

ship (or not) to INTRANSNET and TREE projects (TNO 

coordinator). 

 

HUMANIST and APSN NoEs have ad’hoc Work Pack-

ages or Task Forces dealing with the subject of ECTRI 

Working Group 3 and information flow was created 

during 2004. 

 

 

Working Group 3: Hardware research facilities coordination and promotion 
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T his domain is of special relevance to attract 

good scientists and to carry good science. 

This business is carried out through Working Group 4 

where the terms of reference are the following: 

• To assess the feasibility of creating a European 

transport research soft infrastructures agenda nota-

bly for libraries, databases, ICT networks of works, 

Visio conferences, … (at the exception of hard facili-

ties). 

• To discuss by distinguishing existing, new ones and 

their interoperability, all the elements contained in an 

integrated infrastructure initiative such as: opening, 

access, networking, integrating, survey on adaptation 

or new needs and the scope of these elements. 

• To define the areas which are the most suitable for 

integration and their role in front of the European 

and international excellence of ECTRI networks as a 

whole. 

 

The work-programme first outlined the importance of 

access to publication and libraries. In particular, this 

Working Group intends to create a joint network based 

on (electronic) libraries of ECTRI members where the 

Scientific Technological Knowledge (STK) should be in-

cluded. In the same idea, projects such as joint data-

bases, video and audio systems inter-operability, the 

meeting and opening up facilities for ECTRI members, 

the exchange facilities and joint seminars should allow 

creating a network of communication with a community 

of practices and the possibilities for knowledge man-

agement. 

 

In 2004 FERSI decide to join concretely in 2005 this 

activity. FERSI shall appoint someone to attend the next 

Working Group 4 meetings. 

The Working Group 4 in charge of soft research infra-

structures met twice this year: at INRETS in Arcueil in 

April and at VTI, in Linkoping, in September. This WG 

coordinated by DLR achieved important work and tasks 

in 2004.  

 

The first meeting aimed at exploring the results of the 

survey (covering current research areas, dataset, librar-

ies) that were sent on February to the ECTRI members. 

From the answers received on the survey, this working 

group prepared a proposal describing the general 

ideas and content of a data base and brought it to 

technical experts. Technical experts (from INRETS and 

CDV) prepared a web-based data base proposal and 

presented it at the second meeting in September.  

 

At the moment, this demonstration version of the web-

based data base is available outside the ECTRI web-

site. It includes information and data on ECTRI Institutes, 

research and administrative staff, research areas, li-

braries, databases, datasets etc.  

 

The idea is to incorporate this database into the ECTRI 

website and make it available to the ECTRI Community. 

Latterly it is foreseen to be opened to the general pub-

lic.  

 

At the moment, the Working Group strives to make the 

database accurate and uniform enough; it works nota-

bly on the core definition of the research areas. A de-

scription of possible alternatives in terms of further de-

velopments and maintenance shall be presented at the 

next meeting.   

Working Group 4: Software research facilities coordination and promotion 
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T his activity consists in exploring the funding and 

the methods to fund the Transport Research Insti-

tutions that belong to ECTRI.  

A first step consisting in presenting oral reports on this 

issue was launched in 2003 and ECTRI members are 

requested to present oral reports of their own to be 

discussed as exchange information within Assembly. All 

ECTRI members have carried out that except 3 (2 new 

members and one founding member). 

In order to go further into this exercise, all the members 

has been asked to prepare a formatted written report 

in accordance with guidelines provided by the modera-

tors, HIT and INRETS and using OECD type terms of 

reference.  

These reports are important for positioning ECTRI mem-

bers and ECTRI at national and European level and 

understanding their specific context. In fact, there is a 

lot of discussion about financing and integration process 

at European level (with National and European Pro-

grammes) and ECTRI must certainly take part and have 

an influence in such a process as an output of this 

benchmarking exercise. 

Six written reports have been handled in 2004. These 

reports remain internal documents to ECTRI Assembly. 

A synthesis work of these reports shall be undertaken in 

2005 (INRETS and VTI).  

Benchmarking Activity 

T his activity is useful to new members and espe-

cially from Eastern countries. 

 

When they are fulfilling their complete adhesion, the 

Secretariat is sending them CD Roms including all the 

legal issues and all the Terms of Reference and Minutes 

of all Assemblies (formal of informal) or Board meet-

ings, and answering to their questions. 

The reinforcement of the Secretariat has been helpful 

for these activities. 

Exchange infrastructure (support to management) 
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I n the Lyngby meeting, 6 main areas representing 

the particular fields of interest of ECTRI were set 

out. These priorities are listed as following: the Intelli-

gent Transport System (1), the traffic and transporta-

tion safety and security (2), the behavioural and so-

cietal aspects of traffic and transport (3), the trans-

port economics (4), the sustainable transport (5) and 

a more horizontal issue related to the transport sys-

tem for the future (6).  

 

A consensus was reached to focus on these 6 areas 

which were included in the Strategic paper in order to 

prepare an ECTRI vision and introduce a ‘metafocus’ of 

ECTRI based on an ‘intermodal transport for people 

and goods’.  

 

In fact, it seemed important for ECTRI to develop its 

own vision of the future not only for the benefit of the 

policy makers but also to set a framework for ECTRI’s 

future research activities. Moreover these studies should 

allow ECTRI to take a lead in the intellectual and socie-

tal debate on the future of transport and traffic in 

Europe.  

III – ECTRI as a content research joint development organisation 

in 2004 

Priorities 

Follow up of ECTRI sponsored projects in 2004 

In 2004, there is a follow up of the main ECTRI spon-

sored retained projects such as the 3 NoEs HUMANIST, 

APSN, EURNEX and the CA TRANSFORUM, corre-

sponding respectively to the 2002 EoI HUMANIST, 

APSN, SACES and TRANSPOLYS and in the future that 

should be the same for other main proposals. 

 

The ECTRI members presence within retained  

6FRDP projects 

The results of the involvement of ECTRI members in 6th 

FRDP retained projects led by ECTRI members, industry 

(industrialists or operators), other academia members, 

or public bodies shows concretely the adequation of the 

ECTRI Strategic Paper, the good knowledge by ECTRI 

members of all European surface transport research 

stakeholders and also its will to participate to the re-

structuration of the European Research Area and the 

European Research and Innovation Area and in the sur-

face transport domain. 

 

The projects are identified by type of 6th FRDP’s instru-

ments i.e. networks of excellence (NoE), integrated 

projects (IP), coordination action (CA), specific tar-

geted research projects (STREP), specific support ac-

tion (SSA).  

 

The projects are related to the following thematic: Intel-

ligent Transport System (ITS) including e-safety and 

others, Economy, Behavioural, Sustainability (including 

energy and environment), Safety – Security, System of 

the future; and to the following transport modes: Rail, 

Road, Maritime, All surface transport, Air, Multimodal.   

 

 The following list updated on 31 December 2004 is 

focused on the 6th FRDP. 

ECTRI and the 6th FRDP 
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E-Safety projects 

NoE HUMANIST: Human Centred design for Informa-

tion Society Technologies: 22 partners including INRETS 

(ERT is the co-ordinator), CERTH/HIT, CDV, DTF, TNO, 

TOI, VTT, VTI, UPM, TRL 

NoE APSN: Advanced Passive Safety Network: 53 

partners including TNO (co-ordinator), FHG, INRETS, 

TRL 

IP APROSYS: Advanced Protective Systems: 47 part-

ners including TNO (co-ordinator), TRL, FHG, POLITO, 

UPM, INRETS 

IP SafetyNet: The European Road Safety Observatory, 

An Information System to support road safety policy in 

Europe : 22 partners including INRETS, CDV, TOI, KTI, 

TNO, TRL 

IP PREVENT: PReVENTive and Active Safety Applica-

tions: 51 partners including AVV, CERTH/HIT, INRETS, 

FHG, TNO, TRL, VTT 

IP AIDE: Adaptive Integrated Driver-vehicle interface: 

28 partners including INRETS, TNO, VTT, VTI, 

CERTH/HIT 

IP GST: Global System for Telematics: 49 partners in-

cluding TNO 

STREP EURAMP: European Ramp Metering Project: 16 

partners including AVV, INRETS 

 

Other ITS 

STREP INTRO: Intelligent Roads: 11 partners including 

VTI (co-ordinator), TRL, INRETS 

IP SENSATION: Advanced sensor development for at-

tention, stress, vigilance & sleep/wakefulness monitor-

ing: 42 partners including CERTH-HIT (co-ordinator), 

UPM, VTI, VTT 

IP ASK-IT: Ambient Intelligence System of Agents for 

Knowledge-based and Integrated Services for E&D 

Users: 45 partners including VTT, CERTH-HIT, UPM 

 

Safety 

STREP IN-SAFETY: Infrastructure and safety: 30 part-

ners including CERTH/HIT (co-ordinator), CDV, KTI, TOI, 

VTI 

STREP RIPCORD: Road infrastructure safety protection-

core research and development for road safety in 

Europe: TOI, CDV, HIT, KTI 

SSA SAFECOS05: Safety Competition for students: IN-

RETS 

CA CAATS: Cooperative Approach to Air Traffic Ser-

vices: 14 partners including CDV 

 

Economy 

CA TRANSFORUM: Scientific Forum on Transport Fore-

cast Validation and Policy Assessement : 9 partners 

including AVV (co-ordinator), VTT, UPM, TNO, CERTH-

HIT, TRL, CDV, INRETS 

SSA HEATCO: Developing Harmonised European Ap-

proaches for Transport : 13 partners including VTI, TNO  

 

Environment 

IP SILENCE: Quieter Surface Transport : TRL, TOI, VTI 

STREP SEFA: Sound Engineering for Aircraft: 20 part-

ners including DLR and INRETS 

IP QUANTIFY: Quantifying the Climate Impact of 

Global and European Transport Systems: 34 partners 

including DLR (co-ordinator) and KTI. 

 

Energy 

IP FELICITAS: Fuel Cell Power trains and clustering in 

heavy duty transport : 16 partners including FHG (co-

ordinator) and INRETS 

 

Maritime 

IP MarNIS: Maritime Navigation and Information Ser-

vices: 59 partners including AVV (co-ordinator), INRETS, 

TNO 
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SSA ICOMOB: Icebreaker Co-operation on the Motor-

way of the Baltic Sea: 3 partners including VTT as co-

ordinator 

 

Road 

STREP NR2C: New Road Construction Concepts: VTI 

CA CONNECT: Co-ordination of Concepts for new Col-

lective Transport: 23 partners including VTT 

CA BESTUFS II: Best Urban Freight Solutions II: 8 part-

ners including CDV 

 

Rail 

NoE EURNEX: European Rail Research Network of Ex-

cellence: 70 partners including INRETS, FHG-IVI, DLR, 

CERTH/HIT, DTF, VTI, VTT, UPM, POLITO 

IP INTEGRAIL: INTElligent integration of RAILway sys-

tems: 33 partners including INRETS 

IP MODURBAN: Modular Urban Guided Rail Systems: 

FHG, INRETS 

CA REORIENT: Implementing Change in the European 

Railway System: 7 partners including TOI, DLR, VTT 

CA TREND: Towards new Rail freight quality and con-

cepts in European Demand: 10 partners including CDV 

 

We can add because of additional funding coming 

through the 6th FRDP budget the following COST pro-

ject: 

WATCH, COST Action n° 355 “Changing behaviour 

towards a more sustainable transport system”.  

The main objective of the action is to analyse the condi-

tions under which the process of growing unsustainable 

transport demand could be reversed, by changing trav-

ellers’, shippers’ and carriers' behaviours.  

ECTRI members involved: INRETS, CERTH/HIT, POLITO, 

UPM, TOI, DLR and DTF.  

E CTRI includes in its activity the performance of 

two States of the Art.  

 

The management part of this activity has been agreed 

in 2003 during the meeting in Budapest. This year the 

Task Force concentrated its efforts in finding the exact 

approach concerning the areas. They looked for more 

scientific profile and decided to adopt a research ori-

ented approach and to focus more on advising research 

policy than transportation policy. They finally agreed 

on 2 areas i.e. economical and behavioural and tried to 

find complementary approaches.  

Under the moderation of VTI, two groups of researchers 

have been appointed on a voluntary base in Economics 

and Behavioural issues. They are composed of seniors 

researchers specialised in the corresponding field as-

sisted by young researchers. A first meeting took place 

on December 16th and 17th at DTF headquarters in 

Denmark.  

 

Both groups agreed on a common structure and working 

procedure for both reports. Topics were selected and 

the researchers responsible for different work pack-

ages were nominated. 

State of  the Art 

The forthcoming meeting of the OECD-ECMT Joint 

Transport Research Centre was held at OECD Head-

quarters in Paris. During this meeting, the Director of the 

Centre indicated that the Centre Work Programme has 

been approved in July during the Ljubljana Assembly. 

The DGTREN briefly presented its transport activities 

and the preparation of 7th FRDP. ECTRI has been pre-

sented on October 6 by Jean-Pierre Médevielle, ECTRI 

Secretary.  After the meeting, the presentation has 

been sent to all members of the committee.  

ECTRI and ECMT-OECD Joint Transport Research Center 

2004 
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• 2003 ECTRI FERSI “Bron” Young Researchers Seminar deliverable – March 2004 

• ECTRI statement on EC COM (2004) 353 final – July 2004 

• ECTRI 7FRDP input November 2004 

2004 ECTRI reports and deliverables 

 

• Presentation for meeting with Mr Vandenberghe - 29 January 2004 – Brussels – Belgium 

• Presentation for meeting with Rhône Alpes region - 3 February 2004: Prospective de l'Espace Européen 

de la Recherche et de l'innovation dans les transports terrestres – Lyon – France 

• Presentation for meeting with JTRC OECD ECMT - 6 October 2004 – Paris – France 

• Presentation for the workshop "Awake" - 29 September 2004: Road Safety issues and ECTRI activities – 

Barroco – Italia 

• Presentation for the Conference "Transport Means" - 27/28 October 2004: ECTRI: European Institutes 

Working Together – Kaunas – Lithuania 

• Presentation SARTRE 3 Round Table - 30 November 2004: ECTRI and SARTRE series – Paris – France 

2004 ECTRI presentations 
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